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Toward the Post-War Reconstruction of Europe

Stand in the Way of Lasting Peace on the Continent (/

An Analysis of Obstacles That

VICTORY 18 NOT ENOUQH.
The 8Btrategy for a Lasting
Peacq. By FEgon Ranshofen-
Wertheimer. 332 opp. New
York: W. W. Norton & Co.,
Inc. $3.

By GEORGE N. BHUBTER

HAT the United States must
T shoulder a heavy burden

of responsibility after the

the present war is over
geema obvious to Dr. Wertheimer,
sn Austrian diplomat and news-
paper man now in exile and resi-
dent in this country. Less imme-
diately self-evident, he thinks, are
the ways in which this responsi-
bility should find expression. Un-
like many other observers, he
does not believe that American
participation would have made
the old Lengue of Nations an ade-
quate and enduring political in-
struyment. For was not that
League almost wholly dependent
upon ‘public opinlon,” and I8 not
that “opinfon' a delusion in so
far an political action on the Con-
tinent is concerned? But, lke
many another writer, he contendsa
that the Atlantic Charter lg, un-
less the commentary it lacks
can be apeedlly furniahed, also
quite upeless either as a basls
upon which Europe can be organ-
ized or as & weapon of psycholog-
feal warfare.,

Hteps of positive and negative
import altke must be taken. Somo
things musat be prevented in the
future, and some other things
munt be fostered. In either case
knowledge of the Buropenn soclal
climate 18 imperative. Dr. Wer-
theimer therefore discusses the
paychological and polltical as-
pecta of that climate, making
only cursory alluslons to oco-
nomties. The Contlnent may be
divided for conventence sake
tnto QGermany and the countrles
which aurround it. WIth rogard
to the first, ono must avoid ap-
plylng the coats of block and
white paint to which Americans
nre accustomed by renson of
thelr apeclal moral tradition. The
fact in that so very many Gor-
mini are so {nured to oboying
the ordern of thelr governmont
that oven the kind of obudionce
racontly clicited probably has not
groatly changed thelr characters.
Therefore, although the roully
vicloun Nazlp are beyond soclal
rodemption, and although the
demonstrably  good antl-Nowly
nro tested democrats, the great
Gorman majority wil probably
upponr {n o quits different, mora
humnn snd humdrum, Hght onoe
0 government  committed to
_moral atandnrds hus heon orocted.

Other continantul pooplos
nhould, the author oontends, be
ovalunted by Amerloans in o
sompnrable way, In his opinlon,
the fall of ¥runos wam due in
large monsurs to the faot that
the government of the Republig
came  to sotm  Ineffuotunl end
purposslesn.  IL could not remnch
deolsions, becauso W no longer
had the imagination Lo wos what
wian to bn dealled. . Isewhore
the sitdntlon was hardly aiefor-
ont, Lr. Werthelmar holleves that
I u poll ware tnlton now In ocou-
Diod Hurope by an Amerionn Hb-
oral, Lhy surpriging and uncom-
fortahla Lruth would amorye Lhat
for the prosent a sixnble mnjor-

ity woulé be noncornmittal. Peo-
ple simply would not be able to
decide whether they wished to be
rid of Hitler or not, so accus-
tomed are they to the status quo
and go little used to giving demo-
cratic expression to their political
feelings. But once a change is
mnde concelvable by reason of
some avident military victory by
Germany's foes—some Buccessful
move to invade the Continent—
reaponse in the occupied coun-

tries will be immediate and im-
portant.

Al thia merely proves, to Dr.
Werthelmer's way of thinking,
that what Anglo-Saxons term
“public opinion"” is an entity ex-
isting only among them. The
European can be ruled solely by
legal institutions which mani-
featly will work. I am Inclined tn
agree that this theory Is in the
main correct. It may well be
that the author, like all advocates

The Atlnpic Charter’

of a thesis, is prone to fit every
atray piece of furniture into his
house. His anzlogies from history
are often more entertaining than
convincing ®nd his commentary
on the recent past is probably as
subjective as any other obaerv-
er's analysis. We miss a trench-
ant discussion of the negative dy-
namic of the Hitler movement.
Thua, while the pogrom of 1938
was dagtardly, as Dr. Wertheimer
correctly observes, one fails to
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see just how it gsurpassed in erim-
Inality the.purge of 1934. But on
the whole {t {a clearly correct to
hold that the average European
peasant and workman is a prag-
matist in his attitude toward the
State, and that the peace settle-
ment which wins his allegiance
must stand a pragmatic test.
That i8 not to aay that It must
drip with plums of material bene-
fit It must promise order, ef-
ficlency and honesty. It must
mean what {t gayas.

Accordingly, educational and
psychological difficulties muat be
confronted realistically. Dr. Wert-
helmer, himself an economist,
has elected not to consider eco-
nomic problems, because he be-
lieves these have been discussed
by other writers. What, then, are
the major worries? First, there
are powerful conservative forces
in Burope which cannot be ig-
nored. If one did consign them
to the scrap heap, the only logieal
result to be expected would be
an efficlent German communism,
which would once more {sclate
the Refch and In dve time noe
doubt make it quite as formidable
from the military point of view as
wasg the Hitler regime. According-
Iy, it I8 important that the con-
servgtive forces be not under-
mined by dividing Germany into
parts, on any such supposition asg
that a “‘Catholic Bavaria" would
like to go its way alone, The at-
tempt at separatlam would very
quickly lead to disaster.

Hecondly, the workers of Europe
have no love for nazsm, but to
thia they do owe emancipation
from unemployment. One may ac-
count for the plentitulness of
jobs: in the ‘“New Order" on
grounds which are not compli-
mentary to Hitler, but the fact re-
maing that the man with a hoe
has eonjoyed steady work and
that a tuture regime which keeps
him on the dole will loss prestige
in his eyes. How shall one meet
this difficulty? Obviously by
worklng for the unification of
Europe In accordance with the
foderal prineiple, so that hamper-
Ing economic and other barriers
will disappesar.

Finally, there is the huge, com-
plex question of that unification.
Dr. Wertheimer shows that the
war may end In any one of a

number of wayn. Peace may come .

with startling suddenness or it
may be slow to arrive. In any
evont, the' victorious democratic
natlons must not rely upon their
asaumied ability to Improviss so-
lutions for problems which the
poace will bring. There must be
& master plan, and there must be

readiness to put that plan into

operation, Unllke soms othor
commentators, Dr, Worthelmer
bolteves that rofugecs with po-
Htioal oxperience will prova Im-
portant afds In the reconstrugtion
offort. Bimilarly, ha onvisagos
ccoperation botwoon the United
Nations and Buropeans, oven
those realdent in Axts countrios.
This book {8, porhapa, apon to
tho critlolam that the author hos
denlt himagelf all the oards In tha
deck. Yet it is, on the wholo, as

ronliatic and satistying R diwcus-
- mlon of the outlines of war-torn
_ond post-war Hurope ns has been

offered by any writer.




